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·-~ -~.-.~ i .am .wr1t1ng th1 s letter to follow through on our discussion of Septerrber 13, · 
~~-~ 1989, and your ... d1scuss1on with Mr. ~ouse on October 16, concerning the radioactive 

._ ..... ,..,_.._,,,._ ... material 1n the West Lake landfill. In v1ew of the record, I have concluded · · . 
· :th~t ··the Cotter Corporation· 1s responsible for the presence of this mater1al fn~ f-"' 
·the landfill, and th' consequent env1ronmental.and rad1at1on health problenls ... ~i ~· · 
· that ..... ~S,~.l~.J~.~m -~-~e. r_~d}oact1ye_.~ter1~1.' . . .· · . . . ·· .. -_. . . · ~ .. ...--< ., ··. 
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S1tUatforl of th1s rad1oact1v1t,y · 1$. SUtrJnarized 1n the Nuclear Regulatory -~:--~' .: t~ 
"J"E.,_wv••• .. 1ss~on's.report t1tled •_Rad1oact1ve.~aterialin the West Lake Landfill, ... ,_.,-~~:~~~ 

ry Report,• NUREG-1308~ Rev1 sion 1, .June 1988. This radioactive materfal,· ~-;·•. ~ 
neglected, ~as the potential of becoming a threat to the publ~~ health and .,.:':':1 ~'~:~ 

.. ,....., .... -·--·. because fts concentrations of radium-226 and other rad1oa~tive decay-'. ' it :1~ 
cts will be continually 1ncreased by the radioactive decay· of· the '·. ~ ·, .: 

1um-230 present; The increasing concentrations will mean proportionally ··. :: ~ ~­
ncreas1ng ganna radiation em1ss1ons, radon-222 generation. and potential for ' ··· ... , 

s:~ etching ·into. ~he··· groundwater. _ .. · ··:~.·:- . · 4 
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·: ... . •.j.t '"-1_· ... ··~--.-·.· ·.,· •••. -"'·~::~-.I • ... :"-.. -~ . . ··.' ··.::r; · .. ·. i The record shows that Cotter Corporation purchased the rad1oact1ve material . , .... 

· -· : d used ·.tt under. an Atomic Energy Comm1ss1on license at its processing s1te on 
.·. · tty Avenue- 1n Hazelwood; Missouri, and that later. in the process o{ .. · · .. 

. ·decontaminating the ·stte prior to term1nat1on of the license, .the contractor 
.···for Cotter Corporation had the material trucked to the West Lake La"dfjll 1n 

Bridgeton. Missouri. · Incorrect 1nformation was ~reported to the Coam1Ss1on 
·'.,· · :·w1th regard to which landfill the material was trucked to and with; regard to 

,,._..,..J,,.,, ..... ~-.how deeply it was bur1ed •.. The d11ut1on of the mater1a1 with soil prior to 
·:;. transport to the landfill was noted as a violation of regulations. The record ' 
·, estab 11shes the traceability of the materia 1 to Cotter Corporation activities 

r license.~ ·· 
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_ We have concluded that remediation .1s called for, and we see nothing fn the 
. circumstances of the radioactive -material in the West Lake Landfill which . ,,.i 

· ... ··_ · a~ues -for delay -in this matter •. Please advise us w1th1n 30 da,ys of the .date'-~-! ·. 
· -~~~~-of,,thfs.letter what your plans are for further s1te_characterizatforrand -~ 

· :·.:_.:-;{:evaluation of what remediation 1s· appropria~e. ·· · · .. ~: ·, ~:··:·, . ' · · 

. ·.+~~~.:'(;( . · · . · . .··. : S I ncer8 ly, . . ,_·. , .:'; '_:_.·. . _ , 
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·.·' \ · ·. · •.:. ·· . ·(Signed) Robert M. deru~ro 

.. cc: Edward J. McGrath, Esq. 
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